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Using this guide DISCUSSION GUIDE

Welcome to the small group discussion

guide for Your Unfinished Business: Find
God in Your Circumstances, Serve Others
in Theirs. This guide will help you dig
deeper into the book’s ideas.

Here’s how you can make the most of
the experience:

What’s said in the small group stays in the
small group. Sharing personal thoughts
can be an experience in vulnerability, so
help each other by keeping confidences
(within legal boundaries of course).

Not everyone will say much. Sometimes,
someone may want to listen more than
speak, so don’t create expectations that
everyone has to speak all the time.

But don’t monopolize the discussion either.

At times silence can be a useful time for
people to think things through.

If you’re leading the discussion:

The guide progresses from awareness to
application, beginning with awareness ac-
tivities to warm-up and culminating with
practical application.

This guide refers to the New American
Standard translation for consistency with
the book.

Feel free to tailor the material to the needs
of the group.
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What's the book about? The number one
question we have to answer is how to inte-
grate faith and ideals into daily living. And
the number one challenge for leaders is
how to help people answer that question.

Our unfinished business too often seems a
matter of figuring out what to do with our
lives when it should be about fulfilling what
we know our purpose to be. Stewardship
as a way of life is how we can get from one
to the other, and stewardship of our cir-
cumstances is the starting point.

Stewardship of our circumstances isn't on-
ly about what we do with our money, alt-
hough that's what we often hear. Nor is it
about positive thinking. Instead, it's how
we integrate our faith and ideals into daily
living, turning our circumstances into tools
working toward a greater good. And that
greater good is to turn them into beacons
directing others to the God who calls eve-
ryone to Himself.
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YOUR UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
FIND GOD IN YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES,
SERVE OTHERS IN THEIRS

Chapter 8
Being and
becoming

The Fruits of your labor:
Becoming God's blessing to others
yields results compelled by love

Growth to maturity: Seeing from
6od's perspective is a responsibility
that builds hope

Being and becoming:
An ongoing process
of growth that
makes it count
in daily living
oo
Where it starts: Becoming God's
friend is a relationship rooted in faith
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Wrap-up: Putting it all together

What can the wind and sun
influence how a tree grows?
How has your growth in the

four dimensions been affect-
ed?

A tree is part of the ecosys-
tem but it also stands out as
distinct from other flora. How
can you stand out from the
crowd in the four dimen-
sions?

On what do tress depend for
the quality of their exist-
ence? How can you achieve
a level of contentment in the
four dimensions that help
you as a steward of your
circumstances?

What are some examples of how
different trees have different pur-
poses? How do your unique gifts
show up in the four dimensions?
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What nourishes the tree? Does a tree wait
for its nourishment or dies it send its roots
toward the source? What nourishment do
you require to grow in the four dimensions?

to concl ude

A tree bears fruit according
to the timetable built into its
nature. Can you dictate
when you bear fruit in your
unfinished business? Why
would it take time to bear
fruit?

Trees turn carbon dioxide
into oxygen. How can you be
a breath of life for others in
the four dimensions?

What can a strong tree trunk
be used for? How can you
build your strength in the four
dimensions? How can that
help you pursue your unfin-
ished business?
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Key verse. He [the righteous man] will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water (Psalm 1:3, NASB).
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